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Spanish Mowgli shows how to make friends 
with the wolves 
By Graham Keeley in Barcelona 
Published: 20 July 2006 

He is the Spanish Mowgli, a boy who grew up alongside a pack of wolves. 

Like Rudyard Kipling'sJungle Book character, Fernando Peralta learnt about 
life from inside the lair of some of the world's fiercest animals. He was reared 
with seven wolves and two lions in a wild animal reserve near Madrid. "When I 
was born, my mother had nine cubs in the house," he says. "Seven were 
wolves, two were lions. I was the tenth."

Now the 27-year-old is the only human who can come close to Richi, an 
Iberian wolf which Fernando calls his best friend. He feeds Richi by hand, and 
often behaves like the other wolves, defending himself from any threats by 
growling and baring his teeth. Since Richi was born 18 months ago and the 
first thing he saw was Fernando's face, a bond has grown between man and 
wolf. But in rare moments of aggression from the 30kg animal, Fernando 
responds by biting back to keep his charge in check. "At the first sign, I have 
to respond. Wolves always try to establish their superiority," he says.

He takes Richi to summer courses at Madrid's Complutense University to 
show people how to deal with wild animals. Escorted around the campus on a 
thick leash, Richi has become the centre of attention among wary students.

Fernando, whose lupine features make him look uncannily like his charge, 
insists on feeding Richi himself, on dried meat. "If I stopped doing that and put 
the meat on a plate, he'd soon start marking his territory and wouldn't let me 
get near him," says Fernando.

He lives at the Fauna y Accion centre in Los Santos de la Humosa near 
Madrid, where 400 animals, including wolves, jaguars, panthers, snakes and 
falcons, are bred for use in nature documentaries.

Already, Fernando's unique relationship with Richi and the other wolves has 
been the subject of two natural history documentaries about Iberian wildlife.

Fernando's late father was an expert falconer who ran the Madrid Safari Park 
and took part in a series of wildlife documentaries. He died when Fernando 
was 13, and the boy left school to care for the animals with his brother. "I don't 
regret leaving school. If I had spent all this time studying biology, I wouldn't 
know as much as I do about animals," he says. "One thing is theory. The other 
is venturing into the wolf's lair."

Though the Iberian wolf had been threatened almost to the point of extinction 
up to the 1970s, a pioneering series of documentaries by a Spanish 
filmmaker, Felix Rodriguez de la Fuente, helped to change attitudes.

Spain is now one of the last refuges in Europe outside Russia for the wild wolf 
which has been hunted out of Britain and many other parts of Europe. 

 
Also in this 
section 

●     Can Grozny 

 

Independent Online Edition > Europe

■     UK■     Europe ■     World ■     Business ■     Media ■     Environment ■     People ■     Appeals ■     P1 images

http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article1187011.ece (1 de 3)06/03/2007 22:09:21

❍     News ❍     Sport ❍     Comment ❍     Education ❍     Motoring ❍     Money ❍     Jobs ❍     Travel

❍     Enjoyment

http://www.independent.co.uk/

http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/
http://red.as-eu.falkag.net/red?cmd=url&flg=0&&rdm=29498038&dlv=1028,30022,381412,177088,660284&kid=177088&ucl=111111A&dmn=.Red-80-38-130.staticIP.rima-tde.net&scx=1024&scy=768&scc=32&sta=,,,1,,,,,,,0,6,0,1335,1334,1229,3198,0&iid=381412&bid=660284&dat=
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331993.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/http%3A//red.as-eu.falkag.net/red%3Fcmd%3Durl%26flg%3D0%26%26rdm%3D10582590%26dlv%3D1028%2C30022%2C381389%2C342739%2C1224046%26kid%3D342739%26ucl%3D111111A%26dmn%3D.Red-80-38-130.staticIP.rima-tde.net%26scx%3D1024%26scy%3D768%26scc%3D32%26sta%3D%2C%2C%2C1%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C0%2C6%2C0%2C1335%2C1334%2C1229%2C3198%2C0%26iid%3D381389%26bid%3D1224046%26dat%3Dhttp://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/8016-45099-3953-1?mpt=10582590
http://sport.independent.co.uk/
http://comment.independent.co.uk/
http://education.independent.co.uk/
http://motoring.independent.co.uk/
http://money.independent.co.uk/
http://jobs.independent.co.uk/
http://travel.independent.co.uk/
http://enjoyment.independent.co.uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/
http://news.independent.co.uk/business/
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/
http://news.independent.co.uk/environment/
http://news.independent.co.uk/people/
http://news.independent.co.uk/appeals/
http://news.independent.co.uk/p1images/
http://news.independent.co.uk/


Independent Online Edition > Europe

be groovy? 

●     Russian 
reporter dies 
in fall from 
window 

●     Former 
Kosovan PM 
goes on trial 
for KLA's 
ethnic 
cleansing 
crimes 

●     Crews tear 
down 
disputed 
Copenhagen 
youth centre 
after days of 
violence 

●     Theyskens' 
blast of icy 
cool 
rejuvenates 
Nina Ricci 

   
 A A A 

Editor's Choice
The A to Z of vitamins 

How some of these 
wonder pills could shorten 
your life 

Vodka and iconic 

Made in Sweden, 
drunk everywhere and up for 
sale 

Tote to the rescue 

Could this humble bag 
really save the world? 

Conrad's last stand 
Tycoon attacks media 

Alfa Spider 
The revival starts here 

Can Grozny be groovy? 
City gets makeover 

Alexei Sayle 
Only mad go carless in LA 

Independent services 
Independent Offers 

A-Z site map 
Indy 100 prices 

MORE: Travel 
podcasts 

SAVE: Travel offers 
FREE: Email headlines 
 

Blogs | Gadgetcast | Dating | 
Gaming | Photos | Utilities 
deals | Media pack 

Day in a page 
Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu | 
Fri | Sat | 

 
Find articles published on: 

   

Top 
stories 

●     Did al-Qa'ida 
kidnap British 
embassy 
staff? 

●     Up to 90 
killed in 
double 
suicide attack 
in Iraq 

Search this site: 

  
Independent.co.uk 

 The Web 

 

 

 

http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article1187011.ece (2 de 3)06/03/2007 22:09:21

http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331993.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331992.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331992.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331992.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331992.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331991.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331990.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2328832.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2328832.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2328832.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2328832.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2328832.ece
javascript:printWindow()
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293769.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293771.ece
javascript:setActiveStyleSheet('normal');
javascript:setActiveStyleSheet('large');
javascript:setActiveStyleSheet('x-large');
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/health_medical/article2332683.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article2332008.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/environment/lifestyle/article2332719.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article2332006.ece
http://motoring.independent.co.uk/features/article2329985.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2331993.ece
http://motoring.independent.co.uk/comment/article2329984.ece
http://enjoyment.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independentoffers.co.uk/
http://www.independentoffers.co.uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/article1884591.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article1884591.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/business/analysis_and_features/article343759.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/business/analysis_and_features/article343759.ece
http://travel.independent.co.uk/article1603844.ece
http://travel.independent.co.uk/article1603844.ece
http://travel.independent.co.uk/article1603844.ece
http://travel.independent.co.uk/
http://travel.independent.co.uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293769.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293769.ece
http://indyblogs.typepad.com/independent/
http://www.theindependentonline.co.uk/vodcast/vodafone/
http://enjoyment.independent.co.uk/dating/
http://www.independentgaming.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/photography/
http://www.uswitch.com/index.asp?ref=independent
http://www.uswitch.com/index.asp?ref=independent
http://news.independent.co.uk/article351292.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=4&month=3&year=2007
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=5&month=3&year=2007
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=6&month=3&year=2007
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=28&month=2&year=2007
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=1&month=3&year=2007
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=2&month=3&year=2007
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayInAPage.do?publicationId=55&day=3&month=3&year=2007
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/africa/article2331977.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/africa/article2331977.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/africa/article2331977.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/africa/article2331977.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332897.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332897.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332897.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332897.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332897.ece
http://red.as-eu.falkag.net/red?cmd=url&flg=0&&rdm=91879320&dlv=1028,30022,381402,191495,709009&kid=191495&ucl=111111A&dmn=.Red-80-38-130.staticIP.rima-tde.net&scx=1024&scy=768&scc=32&sta=,,,1,,,,,,,0,6,0,1335,1334,1229,3198,0&iid=381402&bid=709009&dat=http%3A//www.independent.co.uk
http://red.as-eu.falkag.net/red?cmd=url&flg=0&&rdm=06154577&dlv=1028,30022,381403,191495,709009&kid=191495&ucl=111111A&dmn=.Red-80-38-130.staticIP.rima-tde.net&scx=1024&scy=768&scc=32&sta=,,,1,,,,,,,0,6,0,1335,1334,1229,3198,0&iid=381403&bid=709009&dat=http%3A//www.independent.co.uk
http://red.as-eu.falkag.net/red?cmd=url&flg=0&&rdm=27341317&dlv=1028,30022,381404,266515,1251348&kid=266515&ucl=111111A&dmn=.Red-80-38-130.staticIP.rima-tde.net&scx=1024&scy=768&scc=32&sta=,,,1,,,,,,,0,6,0,1335,1334,1229,3198,0&iid=381404&bid=1251348&dat=http%3A//www.independentoffers.co.uk/


Independent Online Edition > Europe

●     Briton 
reportedly 
kidnapped by 
Taliban in 
Afghanistan 

●     Goldsmith 
fails to gag 
new cash-for-
honours story 

●     Bombs kill 
nine US 
soldiers in 
Iraq 

●     Indonesian 
earthquake 
kills at least 
70 

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy, including use of cookies | Sign up for our free daily news update | Freelance 
contributions | RSS Feeds | Work for INM | Contact us | LondonCareers.net | 

 
 
© 2007 Independent News and Media Limited 

 
 

http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article1187011.ece (3 de 3)06/03/2007 22:09:21

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332707.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332707.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332707.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332707.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332707.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article2332019.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article2332019.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article2332019.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article2332019.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332261.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332261.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332261.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2332261.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332247.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332247.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332247.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2332247.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294419.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294422.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293769.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294441.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294441.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293771.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/vacancies/
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293866.ece
http://www.londoncareers.net/
http://red.as-eu.falkag.net/red?cmd=url&flg=0&&rdm=51564798&dlv=1028,30022,452247,208130,759694&kid=208130&ucl=111111A&dmn=.Red-80-38-130.staticIP.rima-tde.net&scx=1024&scy=768&scc=32&sta=,,,1,,,,,,,0,6,0,1335,1334,1229,3198,0&iid=452247&bid=759694&dat=http%3A//www.independent.co.uk

	news.independent.co.uk
	Independent Online Edition > Europe


	PKPHNKHFPBBDKKGAFCAGNNBJLIDNMEKE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 55
	f2: [6]
	f3: [3]
	f4: [2007]

	f5: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 55
	f2: 38
	f3: index.jsp?templateName=result
	f4: index.jsp?templateName=result
	f5: lucySearch1
	f6: true
	f7: 25
	f8: news
	f9: by_date_desc
	f10: 500
	f11: 
	f12: independent

	f13: 




